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Pro tests  are  c a rr ie d  out 
abou t the U pper Koth­

m ale H ydro Pow er S tation  
to  b en efit the  tro u se re d  
m udalalis w ho a re  in  the 
business of pow er genera­
tion by using diesel.

If th e  U pper K othm ale 
Project is delayed o r aban­
doned, M udalalis can  p u t up 
d iesel pow er houses and  
m ake money.

If the Govt, stops the p ri­
vate sector pow er genera­
tion, w hich they should  in 
fact do, the pro testors will 
npt protest. , , '

This pow er generation  by 
the  p r iv a te  sec to r w as 
a llow ed  for th e  c o rru p t 
politicians to m ake m oney 
by w ay  o f royalties. The 
Banks w ill finance the diesel 
pow er generation  to m ake 
money. My Electricity bill is 
Rs. 5366.68 for 406 units . 
and  it costs Rs. 13.22 p er 
unit.

My CEB pension is not 
enough to  pay m y electricity 
bill.

The diesel m udalalis and 
the politicians can  pay this 
charge bu t not Citizen Per- 
era. Kothm ale Pow er P lant 
and  the  Coal Pow er P lants 
will reduce  the G eneration  
costs b u t will no t benefit the 
b anks an d  th e ir  M udalali

clients. I visited the U pper 
K othm ale site m yself an d  . 
found th a t the persons w ho 
a re  d isp laced  are  qu ite  
happy, as they get free hous­
es, lan d  an d  all the facilities 
E tc. CWC is b rin g in g  
p ro testo rs from  o ther areas. 
This is w hat these residents 
stated.

This Diesel Lobby will not j 
even allow  the Coal fired j 
pow er project, as it is detri- : 
m en ta l t o 1 the  d iese l 1 
m udala lis and  th e ir  h ired  
politicos.

They w ill talk  of acid  ra in  
and  all o ther nonsense to 
preven t the  construction  of a 
coal fired pow er house. This 
coun try  h as  too- m u ch  of 
dem ocracy  and  no s ta te s­
m an  o r leader of the M ahat­
m a G andhi type who loves 
the com m on m an.

I t is very  s tran g e  th a t 
those w ho have not seen the 
inside of a  university an d  are  
h igh  school d ro p o u ts  
becom e experts on anything 
w hen they get elected to  P ar­
liam ent. j

I t w as G.K. C hestertan i 
w ho said  th a t D em ocracy is 
the G overnm ent by the  u n ­
educated.

COLVIN DE ZOYSA j 
Borella.


