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Goal Power
project

. v. by Florence Wlckramage
. The Government has decided not to proceed with 

the construction of the Coal Power Plant at 
Norochcholai and has instructed the Ceylon Elec­
tricity Board to find an alternative site.

The proposal to construct a Coal Power Plant at 
Norochcholai rah into a controversy which finally 
ended with the Electricity Board giving an undertak­
ing to the-Court of Appeal that it would not proceed 
with the construction. This was the result of a case 
filed by the Environmental Foundation Limited 
(EFL) whereby they challenged the procedure which 
was adopted in granting approval for the construc­
tion of the Coal Power Plant.

The Executive Director of the Environmental 
Foundation'Ltd (EFL) Hemanthai Vithanage told the 
Daily, News that the EFL in its petition had pointed 
out that the proposed project had been fragmented 
into three main components and that separate Envi- 

'^ronmetal Impact Assessments (EIA) had to be done

for each of these components. The EFL being of- the 
opinion that this procedure would obscure the real 
cumulative impacts of this major project, pointed out 
that this process would result in contradicting deci­
sions relating to different components of one and the 
same project.

The EFL therefore in its petition appealed to 
Court that the components should be reviewed as a 
whole in granting approval. They also stated the 
North Western Province Environmental Authority 
was unconstitutional and that the Central Environ­
mental Authority nor the Ministry of Forestry and 
Environment could look into the activities of the 
NWPEA.

The EFL stated that a reasonable doubt had arisen 
as to the policy of the NWPEA with regards to this 
project and had appealed to courts to issue a writ of 
mandamus compelling relevant authorities to act in 
terms of the provisions of the National Enviroiimen-
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'National W ater Resources Policy - I 
Quo Vadis?' — reply j

Reference the article titled ‘N ational W ater 
Resources Policy - Quo V adis?’ w ritten by a 
Special C orrespondent appeared in The Island 
paper on 26th February, 2001.

I w ish to  congratu late the w riter fo r pre- • 
senting a reasonably  accurate account o f  facts 
and events relating  to the N ational W ater 
R esources Policy  form ulation process, w ith 
his own interpretations on several issues.

H owever, som e o f  the facts appeared in  the 
table indicating the details o f  investm ents and 
projects that have supported policy form ula­
tion  process are no t correct and need clarifi­
cation.

T he nam e o f  the firs t A D B  funded  
Technical A ssistance project that supported 
institutional assessm ent in the w ater sector 
needs to be co rrec ted  as ‘In s titu tiona l 
A ssessm en t, fo r C om prehensive  W ater 
R esources M anagem ent’.

T he follow ing projects had no relationship 
to  the w ater resources m anagem ent and had 
provided no inputs to  policy form ulation  
p rocess’.

— The T hird  W ater Supply and Sanitation

Project
— U pper W atershed M anagem ent P ro ject j
T he cost o f the A D B technical assistance j 

‘W estern R iver B asin Sector P ro ject’ w as j 
U S$ 1.5 m illion and not US$ 63 m illion a s | 
reflected in the article.

T he am ount reflected  in respect o f  the 
T hird  W ater Supply &  Sanitation  Project 
P ackage C inc lud ing  ‘W ater: R esou rces 
M anagem ent studies covering 4 r iv e r basins ' 
& train ing com ponent should be corrected as 
approxim ately US$ 7 m illion instead o f  US$ 
39 m illion. O ut o f  th is total cost, N O R A D  
provided NOK 4.2 m illion (approxim ately 
U S$ 0 .44 m illion) fo r w ater resources studies 
covering 4 river basins and specific case stu d ­
ies covering three districts.

P art B o f  the W ater R esources 
M anagem ent Project on w ater infrastructure 
is schedu led  to  be im p le m e n te d . by the 
N ational W ater Supply and D rainage B oard.
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