
/  ——————— —  — -T-~ , ' ■ ■

Engineers warn against delays in power projects
T h e  In stitu tio n  o f E n gin eers, 

S ri L an k a (IESL) y esterd ay  e x ­
p ressed  its  co n ce rn  ov er th e  d e­
lays in  th e im plem en tation  p roc-  

. ess o f p o w er p la n t p ro jects  an d  
ca lle d  u p o n  th e  g o v ern m en t to  

i in itia te  im m ed iate  actio n .
“F u rth e r  d elays w ill o n ly  ben- 

! e fit c e r ta in  in te r e s te d  p a r tie s  
I w h o  are th e  p ro m o ters  o f d iesel 
i p o w er p ro jects . T h e  C EB grid vis 

n o w  fed w ith  an  e x tra  3 0 0  M W  
o f ren ted  p o w er u tilisin g  d iesel 
fu e l,” IE S E L  said  in  a sta tem en t.

It re ca lle d  th a t a t a  m ed ia  co n ­
feren ce  h eld  on  M arch  3 1  2 0 0 2  
IE S L  p o in te d  o u t th a t th e  in ­
crease  in  e lectrica l tariffs an d  the

in crease  in  p o w er cu ts  to u p  to  
5 h o u rs w ere  d ue to  d elays in  
im p le m e n tin g  th e  c o a l p o w e r  
p ro je c t  b y  s u c c e s s iv e  g o v e rn ­
m en ts sin ce  1 9 9 0 .

It said  th a t P o w er an d  E n ergy  
M in ister K aru  Jay asu riy a  at a  re ­
c e n t  m e d ia  in te rv ie w  e m p h a ­
sised  th e n ecessity  to h ave 5 coal 
p o w er p lan ts co n n e c te d  to  th e  
n atio n al grid .

“The recent increase in elec­
trical tariffs has resulted in a 
negative effect to the country’s 
economy with the closure of 
some factories and lack of in­
vestment opportunities. We are 
of the view that electrical tariffs

w ill in cre a se  fu rth er d ue to fu­
tu re  global in creases  in  th e oil 
p ric e s , u n le ss  ch eap" form s o f  
gen eratin g  e le c trica l en ergy are  
im p l e m e n te d  im m e d i a t e l y ,” 
IESL said .

It said  th a t th e  p resen t govern ­
m en t ap p roved  th e  first p h ase of  
the-3 0 0  M W  co al p o w er p lan t to  
be in stalled  at T rin com alee . B u t  
th e  im p lem en tatio n  p ro cess  h as  
g o t in d e f in ite ly  d e la y e d . W e  
n eed  an  e x tra  9 0 0  M W  to  th e  
n atio n al grid  b y  th e  y ear 2 0 1 5 .

T h e  U p p e r  K o tm a le  H y d ro  
P r o je c t  w a s  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e

Cabinet of Ministers recently af­
ter it reviewed the protests made 
by environmentalists.

“We are of the view that the 
planners have reviewed the 
technical and other vital aspects 
of the project on which various 
aspersions were cast by inter­
ested parties. The funds for the 
project have also been provided 
by the Japanese government,” 
the IESL said.

In this con text, the IESL 
pointed out that it was regretta­
ble to note that development 
projects of this nature on which 
extensive feasibility studies had 
been carried out and on which

the environmental impacts have 
been cleared are delayed or 
abandoned after it had been ap­
proved by the decision makers, 
due to protests. “The govern­
ment should take full cogni­
zance of the serious conse­
quences which the public at 
large and the national economy 
will be faced with due to such 
actions. The Institution of Engi­
neers, Sri Lanka calls on the 
Government to initiate suitable 
measures to arrest situations of 
this nature which are detrimen­
tal to the development processes 
of the Country and the 
economy,” the IESL added.
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