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‘mitigation, not management

By Kelum Bandara

- " The Institution. of Engi-
‘neers, Sri Lanka has ex-
, plored means of mitigating
the impact of catastrophes
¢ like landslides, earth-
- :quakes, cyclones and light-
ning through pre- and post-
f disaster management meas-
- ures. ' '
_* Vice Chairman of the
« University Grants Commis-
i Sion and .President of the
-, Institute,  Prof.L.L.Rat-
"+ nayake said at a panel dis-
. cussion held at the auditori-
rum of Institution of Engi-
t neers that if precautionary
-measures were adopted
i:damage resulting from de-
» structive natural phenom-
-, ena could be contained to-a
.~considerable extent,

. R -

"As the first step, the ex-
isting National Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA) should be reacti-
vated and restructured as a
Disaster Mitigation and
Management  Authority
(DIMMA) since the former
was not geared to execute
such measures effectively,"
he said.

The existing mechanism
of NDMA should be activa-
ted and energized to enlist
active participation of the
relevant organizations and
the authorities at national,

- provincial, district and local
level, he said.

"It is important to seek
the involvement of the Irri-
gation Department, Nation-

- al qulﬂing_ Research Or-

ganization, Road Develop-
ment Authority and others
in the pre-disaster mitiga-
tion works. The role of the
proposed DIMMA would
be implementing, coordi-
nating and' monitoring ac-
tivities related to integra-
tion of natural disaster miti-
gation in the long term," he

“said, :

Addressing the audience,
Dr.Athula Kulathilaka, Se-
nior Lecturer in Geotechni-
cal Engineering at the Mor-
atuwa University said that a
project was carried out until
1995 under the patronage
of the..United Nations to

identify the high-risk areas

in the upcountry which are
prone to landslides.

"The project was conduc-

ted in Badulla and Nuwara
Eliya districts. Thereafter, a
landslide hazard zonation
map was created to high-
light the vulnerable areas. If
the precautionary measures
were adopted, the death toll
could have been minimized
to a great extent in the re-
cent landslides,"” he said.
. He said a project was be-
ing carried out in Kegalle
and Ratnapura and vulner-
able areas are named as
high, low and medium risk
areas.

."People should be evacu-
ated from the high risk

areas and reforestation

schemes should be imple-
mented there if they are
open or barren lands.

Medium risk areas must

be kept under observation
for a possible landslide.
The low risk areas’ are the
most suitable areas for hu-
man settlements," he said.
He said an authorized
structure to implement de-
cisions must be set up since
they must be taken regard-
ing evacuation of people
though the results of re-
searches carried out. "We
are helpless since we can-
not implement the result of
researches. Even -at that
time when the UN project
was carried out, the same

problem was encountered,”

he said.

.He said that engineering
‘measures like building
some constructions to con-
solidate the land and drill-

ing holes could be adopted !
to minimize the damage to
the environment while .
saving human ljves.

"The people living in the
risk areas should be made
aware of the signals of an. -
impending danger. This
should be done soon since
those who carry out re- =
search cannot always be

_there," he said.

He said that areas should
be identified for human in-

-habitation and the govern- -

ment should duly make
funding contributions for
that purpose.

"If the required meas-
ures are taken, human
lives can be save easily as
done in countries liké In- !
dia," he said. 1



