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D elay  in planned pow er projects 1 \

Don’t give into vested interests— IES
The Institution o f  Engineers, Sri 

Lanka (IE S L ) yesterday called on the 
govern m en t to  initiate im m ediate  
action  to  im plem ent the planned  
pow er plant projects as further delays 
will only benefit certain  interested 
parties w ho are the prom oters o f  
diesel p ow er projects. The C E B  grid 
is now fed with an ex tra  3 0 0  M W  o f  
rented pow er utilising diesel fuel.

An IE S L  spokesm an said that 
increase in electrical tariffs and the 
increase in pow er cuts up to 5 hours 
w ere due to delays in implementing 
the coal p ow er p roject by successive  
governm ents since 199 0 .

“M inister o f  P ow er and Energy  
Karu Jayasu riya in a  recent m edia 
interview em phasised the necessity to 
have 5 co a l pow er plants connected to 
the national grid. The recent increase 
in electrical tariffs has resulted in a 
negative effect to the cou ntry’s econ ­

om y with the closure o f  som e facto­
ries and lack  o f investm ent opportuni­
ties. W e are  o f the view  that electrical 
tariffs w ill increase further due to  
future g lob al in creases in the oil 
prices, unless cheap  form s of generat­
ing electrical energy are implemented  
im m ediately.”

The present governm ent, he said 
approved the first phase o f the 3 0 0  
M W  co a l pow er plant to  be r  Mled 
at Trincom alee. B u t the imp' ta- 
tion p ro cess  has g o t inc: Ty
delayed. “W e need an extra  b; W 
to  the national grid by the year -  5 .”

The U pper K otm ale H ydro Project 
w as approved' by the C abinet o f  
M inisters recently after it review ed  
the protests m ade by environm ental­
ists.

“W e are o f the view  that the.plan- 
n ^ s  have review ed the technical and 
other vital aspects o f  the project on

which various aspersions w ere cast by 
interested parties. T h e funds for the 
project has also been provided by the 
Japanese governm ent.”

The spokesm en observed that in 
this co n text it is' regrettable to  note  
that d evelop m en t p ro jects  o f  this 
nature oh which exten sive feasibility  
studies have been carried  out and on 
w hich the en viron m en tal im p acts  
have been cleared  are  delayed or 
abandoned when it had been approved  
by the d ecision  m ak ers , due to  
protests.

“T he governm ent should take full 
co g n iz a n ce  o f  the seriou s co n se ­
quences to  w hich the public at large  
and the national econ om y will be 
faced due to such action  and initiate  
suitable m easures to  arrest situations 
o f this nature w hich  are  detrim ental to 
the d evelopm ent p ro ce sse s  o f  the 
country and the econom y.
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