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Power ana Energy Shortage - planners, scientists, politicians, clergy and the civil society
I had just returned from  attending a sem i- 

'nar conducted by em inent scientists and 

engineers, held at the SL A A S, w here the 

'subject o f  governess, pow er energy was d is­

c u s s e d . I left w ith a heavy heart, seeing and 

.hearing the devoted services they have ren­
dered and continue to render and efforts 

m ade by them  to convince and persuade the 

'authorities, the governm ent, to accept their 

advise.
' Unfortunately their efforts are not known  

Vto the general public, the m ost effected. 
JSorrie politicians, and parties do not seem  to 

(understand the gravity. I say so  after hearing 

[and seeing over the T V  one extrem e left 

party suggesting or recom m ending ocean  

thermal energy, solar, w ind and also another 

■party w ho speaks for the major community. 

This clearly show s their thinking that supply

o f  electricity is only to the dom estic sector. I 
presume their target is  voters.

Then com es the clergy, the^ Buddhist, 
Christian/Catholics. I had a very embarrass­

ing encounter w ith a highly respected ch ief 
Buddhist monk and also a Catholic priest. 

They seem  to think that electricity is only for 

the households, o ffices and work places.

\ It is very unfortunate and unforgivable 

that the Catholic Church is against the setting 

up of-, a coal plant at Norochcholai. Perhaps 

the clergy is w ell looked after, clothed, fed  

and provided with all am enities by the fo l­
low ers and do not feel the pinch. Has anyone 

o f  our Mahanayaka Theros spoken a word on 

this miserable pow er cut? And the much 

talked o f  coal plant? - .
What do the com m on man know  o f  the 

cause o f  the pow er crisis? Talk is spreading

am ong them that a>? p o litic ian 's son h a s ; 
imported deisel generators and waits till all 
the generators are Sold to go ahead with the 

major project. W hile another said, that a 

politician and his associate have imported 

-large stocks o f  candles and awaits the entire 

stock to be sold to com m ence work on m ajor. 
schem es. Another says that CEB is purpose­
ly  releasing water' in the reservoirs for other, 

purposes 'on the direction o f  higher ups, to 

encourage deisel and natural gas lobbyists to  

com e in w ith deisel plants, as a ‘quick f ix ’. 

A ll these show how ignorant those close to 

the people, the politician, the clergy are.
In m y view  these eminent scientists, engi- 

. neers and the CEB should step outside their 

lecture halls, auditorium s, m eet the 

M ahanayaka Theros, Christian priests, 

Archbishop o f  C olom bo and all heads o f reli­

gious bodies and convince them o f  the neces­
sity o f  their participation in the drive to com e  

Out o f  darkness-. Nowhere have I heard o f  the 

CEB approaching the Archbishop o f  

C olom bo to make the Bishop o f  Chilaw to 

agree to setting up o f  the coal plant at 
Norochcholai.

Request all ‘Imams* in all m osques who  

conduct Jumma prayers on Fridays to tell the 

congregation and pass the inform ation; or 

m essage o f  the gravity o f  the situation. So 

should be to ‘Kurukals’ in Hindu kovils.
Bring about an awareness among the civ il 

and business society to accept and im plement 

the programmes so carefully prepared and 

presented to government, as not a single  

party had brought a motion in parliament to 

press for the implementation o f  the coal plant 

at N orochcholai. Perhaps those now in the

opposition want to take credit by undertaking j 
the project when, they com e to pawer. |

Or w ill they too under pressure and for the j 

sake o f  a handful o f  votes betray the entire' 
nation and go in search o f  new locations thus ] 
delaying the project, without caring a damn 

for the suffering m asses. Even at this late j 
stage it is considered that B ishop o f  Chilaw  
is approached to change his stand for thej 

good o f  the people, w hich I am sure he w ill 

after all the pains taken to do several studies 

done to convince and please him.
There was a period in this country w hen[a j 

head o f  the state, no sooner he came to pow er i 
said he did not want professors, engineers, 

lecturers but he wanted Baasunnekes. Atleiast 
he did som e work, but what o f  the present?
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