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| NOT AMENDED

ZAHRAH IMTIAZ .

The ‘Water Board runs
the risk of accruing a loss
of Rs 9 billion in 2017 £
if water tariffs are not
| amended, Minister

of Water Supply and

yesterday.

The minister who atended
the weekly cabinet briefing
‘at the Parliamentary Complex

WATER BOARD

| FACS RS.9BLOSS
| IF WATER TARIFFS |

Drainage, Rauff Hakeem saldﬂ

. given public opjposition to the’

explained the reason behind . increase, IEEMd A

" the latest increase in
the water bills.
“Water  rates
§ are reviewed and
b amended every three
years bt for the last
four years, prices.
were not increzised,”Hakeem |
said. The ‘Water Board |
recently annouriced a 30 per- |
cent hike in water prices but,

‘Water board to run.‘. %mwm |

‘ the President appomted athree .
member Cabinet sub comnmittee to E
: _reconsxder the increase.

this. All maintenance and repair
" work too has to be undertaken by us.
: ,,;At ‘present water usage costs Rs 18 |

water,”Hakeem said. He further
promised that if water tariffs were to
be increased, they would exempt .

© + “We can Tevise our amendments /¢ pet.day but we spend Rs 48 per Samurdhi. beneﬁcmnes from | paymg
i ffbut then the Treasury has to support - : cubic meter on water supply per the added cost. -
us with the losses mcurred” sa1d the :*'day”, he explained. ~ " - “Next year we plan to spend Rs
By Minister. s Accordmg to the Minister, a farmly 300 billion on infrastructure to pro- -
i He explamed that the overheads . of five used close to 15 cubic metres vvde ‘more people with pipe borne
j,,and mamtenance <costs had consider- . - of water per month which used to water, By 2019 we plan to spend Rs.
~ably increased over time and with,” - - cost Rs 310. ‘This price was pro- 150 billion to provuie 90 percent of
plans to provide the remaining 55. . - ,posed to be mcreased to Rs 540, * the residents in Anuradhapura and
:» percent of the population with pxpe " While he explained that in South - Polonnaruwa with pipe borne water‘;
“‘borne water, the Water Board would *Asia, Sri Lanka charged the lowest With all these capital expenditure,
‘need to soon find the money to foot. “for water, this also had led to people  the Water Board cannot go on with—
o the bills. - . not taking measures to conserve or  outa price increase. We also spend. '
S costs the Water Board approm- _ ‘value the water more. ' . . the highest on maintenance when
j_,{mately Rs 500,000-600,000 to supply.  “The recent droughts showed the compared. to other utilities, These
' ‘Water to a single house We donot mcreased demand for water and the - things need to be taken into

6t fnon

 from the Treas

for :

wechad to undergo to. ﬁnd .

account”, said the minister.



