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Norochcholai: Power 
plant atop a volcano

I w rite w ith reference 
to the letter of . Godfrey 
R. Swans (Daily M irror: 
December 15,.2005), and 
(reply to it by Mr. 
G.A.D.Sirimal (Daily 
M irror: December 27, 
2005).

Mr. Swans has raised 
the very pertinen t ques­
tion of security  of the 
intended power plant 
and of coal ca rrie rs  in 
K alpitiva peninsula, 
w hich is a stone’s throw 
from the Jaffna-M annar 
axis. It is worth mention­
ing here that the ques­
tion of security has been 
raised  over and over 
again  by very responsi­
ble persons, who had no 
vested interest w hatso­
ever. Let me m ention a 
few:

The late Engineer Car­
lo Fernando, who knew 
the area well and was all 
out for coal, was totally 
against this particu lar 
site  due to security  and 
transport problems.

The Rambol Report 
states: "The bulk carrier 
will be an easy target for 
te rro rists  as it cannot be 
guarded/protected from 
the shore 4.5 km  away. 
Therefore a navy VMMk  
m ight have to guarffrhe 
ca rr ie r  during anchor­
age” (Page 28). The Bish­
op of Chilaw, who has a 
panel of advisors includ­
ing Engineers, has m en­
tioned security  mbre 
than once.

Mr. Sirim al states 
"V ulnerability exists in 
all p arts  of the country. 
Even your safe homes 
are bound to be attacked 
by robbers, and m urder­
e rs .” Is that the im por­
tance that M S irim al a t­
taches to this enorm ous 
undertak ing  to produce 
the much-needed power 
for the country, and in ­
volves such a colossal 
sum of money, which the 
taxpayer has to pay with 
interest? Why not 
choose Jaffna itself to 
put up the power plant?

Mr. Sirim al says, in ef­
fect, that Kalpitiya, so 
close to Mannar, is quite 
a safe place to build the 
power plant. Poor Mr. 
Sirimal!

The irony of it was 
tha t the ink had hardly 
dried on h is le tte r when 
vicious attacks were 
made on navy boats near 
M annar (on 22.12.2005). 
One boat was destroyed 
and three navy person-
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File photo: Proposed site for Norochcholai power plant. Putting up a power plant 
in Kalpitiya area Is like sitting an important project on the top of a not-so-dor- 
mant volcano.

nel killed. There had 
been other attacks too in 
tha t area. If arm oured 
navy boats and tra ined  
navy personnel were no 
m atch to the attackers, 
w hat chance have the 
large coal ca rrie rs  and 
barges plying in that 

..area? Wfren the question 
*of secuHty is.raised, the 
stock answer on the part 
of prom oters of Noroch­
cholai is "O rdinary c iti­
zens have no righ t to 
question security. It is 
up to the G overnment 
and security  forces to 
take care of th a t”. It 
would appear th a t we, 
the poor citizens have 
now to look after the 
arm ed forces as well, 
w ith our two cen ts’ 
worth of common sense!

In his letter, Mr. S iri­
mal asks, “Will any man 
ever th ink  of objecting 
to establishing a coal 
plant, or any o ther na­
tional project, if he is 
not prepared to face any 
security  threat, if at all 
such a situation arises?’

I am afraid we cannot 
agree w ith this reason­
ing. Should we blindly 
court disaster? Should 
we act like ostriches? 
The issues involved - the 
power problem, six hun­
dred m illion dollar debt 
with in terest etc. — are 
too big to blindly risk 
building the p lant and 
preparing costly in fra­
structure

Like harbour, boats 
etc in Kalpitiya. T his is 
an avoidable risk. There

are safer and suitable 
sites in the south of the 
country. Only fools rush  
in where angels dread to 
tread.

Mr. Sirim al also asks 
w hether Mr. Swans “has 
no faith  in the peace ne­
gotiations actively p u r­
sued by tile , Govern­
m en t”: We had faith, if 
you don't mind, in peace 
negotiations already 
held, and the Ceasefire 
agreem ent. Look w hat 
has happened now! 
Scores of arm y person­
nel wiped out w ithin a 
couple of weeks; navy 
boats attacked and sunk. 
This story has gone on 
for nearly 25 years.

Even if a peace Agree­
ment is reached, there is 
nothing to prevent a t­
tacks coming up again 
and again. Putting up a 
power plant in Kalpitiya 
area is like sitting an im ­
portan t project on the 
top of a not-so-dormant 
volcano. It is foolish and 
crim inal. When the 
crunch comes, the advo­
cates of the project 
would be out of the 
scene.

Not long ago, a high of­
ficial in the CEB. when 
asked w hether Noroch­
cholai was the best site  
for a coal power plant, 
replied saying that, con­
sidering the urgency we 
are now placed in, it is 
the best site. The in fer­
ence is that Norochcho­
lai is not a good site — 
but it has become a good 
site because of the u r ­

gency. Who created the 
urgency? The CEB w as­
ted 5 long years w ithout 
looking for o ther sites 
when explicitly asked by 
the then  Governm ent to 
do so. Many attractive 
offers by world re ­
nowned Developers to 
build a plant a n is u jp ly  
cu rren t at a very clreap 
rate, w ith no burden to 
the country, have been 
sabotaged. Are we to 
conclude tha t all these 
m isdem eanors on the 
part of CEB —not to 
mention the m ism anage­
m ent, and more, w hich 
are regularly exposed in 
the Media — have con­
spired to bring  about a 
good resu lt a fter all — 
namely to make the vol­
cano like site in K alpi­
tiya an ideal spot for a 
coal power plant?

Mr. Swans, in h is le t­
ter, explicitly asks Dr. Ti- 
lak Siyam balapitiya and 
the present G eneral 
M anager of CEB for 
their views on the secur­
ity situa tion  at N oroch­
cholai. Mr. S irim al 
th inks tha t these em i­
nent persons would not 
be w asting the ir p re ­
cious and valuable tim e 
in answering a senseless 
argument. The silence of 
this usually  voluble duo 
on this subject is deafen­
ing. Answers by proxy 
are not acceptable. 
Would they favour us 
with a reply?
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