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~ By Archt. Vidura Sri Nammuni,

Past President, Sri Lanka Institute of Architects, Univ. of Moratuwa '

f&] y first impres- -

‘sion,  given

S il the theme of |

your workshop, was,
that it was a massive
“Do it Youiself” exer-
‘cise. Just as doctoring
. yourself; or being your
| own . lawyer, is . haz-

ardous, bemg your own
Archltect is not somie-

thmg ‘I would "recom-

mend. _

1t is not because I am
a. past Presidént of the
Institute of Architects

- and fear that we will be
done out of our jobs that

1 do not recommend you

being your own archi-
tect, but because, the
essence of the task of an

architect is to get an-

insight into the collec-
tive psyche of the fami-
ly and to interpret. its
wants into needs. This, 1

. him “take over”.

_ about
“breathing!
' course wouldn’t hap-

. fear, you will not be

ablé-to do, since you are

“very much a part.of the

subject bemg interpret-
ed.’

~ However
appears to be a principle
that is not very well
understood, and -1 am
afraid that one of the
reasons . why some of
you do:not constlt an

.-architect to_have your

house designed, is

.beCause you feel, that if -

you' *do, he wrll take

_overt

But consxder how

many of you will con-

tinue go-to a doctor who
promptly does what-yoit
request and cuts open
your nose becaise you
have suggested it as an
dnswer to your problem
difficulty - in
" This of

pen, because you will

, not tell him what to do.:

You will be glad'to have
You
will only tell him your

.problem and what you

want - that you find it
difficult to breathe, and

. that you wanf that diffi-,

culty removed. You
wouldn’t dare tell your

«doctor, that the problem-
" seams. to be the nose,
"that“you always had ‘a
thin nose, that you had’

an aunt who continually
pinched your nose-etc.,
and then ask”him 'to
open it up! Even if you
would (my wife) does

this to her .dentist, “the

doctor would not do it,

because he is not a tech-i
- ficiAn ‘taking instruc- -
tions: The doctor is a,

professional who
responds to needs which
he dlagnoses - after’

olmrvmg the- symp- 1

your 'wants. \ |
This is why you catis¥{ %

‘this "{ ‘only cannot you intef-"

toms. The architect does) |

the same by listening 1"
t' 0

not “do it yourself”. Not

pret your own want$?
you wouldn’t know the

- implications of fespondss | i%;

4%
ing. to the meeds thatd
,underhe these wants’l

For instance, you canneti
simply. open up- @ bedu'

' room wall because yo

like views — you then?
lose security, privacy |

than put glass and:a pay-.<

-ola; and ventilation sufiicy |

fers. You then raise the: 1
pergola and protecuohz
suffers. To ensure privasi
\CY you put curtains, and <

“.you haven’t got ‘any:

Ligel

views! - -,

s desrgnmg " home as specrahsed as -
:”‘ tising Plasic Surgery? It is, if you
aht a. Home wluch is much more than a

,-;¢}Clare Cooper says-that a Home is an
exﬁnsmn of the self (of a person, of a fam-
i ‘Eig, just;as much:as your clothes are, the
:fist waich and the shoes you wear are.
hese words of wisdom desérve a sec-
i reading. A house, simply grves you
slcal or, unhtanan comfort. It s fimc- |

dFedses, Shirts made up of cotton that crush

i | reddily, even though it may be the most
and, allow rain, sun and |
crawly creepers in! Yous'\

l Besi needs How many of ‘us yvlll weart

functronal" Don’t we often and always
\saétifice a bit of function for higher needs?
lPs:/chologrcal spiritual comfort is far
il mofe important than physrologrcal comfort
— and that is what Kahlil Gibran is'speak-
jing-about, and what a Home is-about.

.. Ahouse becomes.a Home when it does
‘more than keep the elements out, and func-
.tions wefl. That it is “nice looking” does

The archrtect'

and to. find one single .
answer-to several needs;s:

He can do this becausez:!

he knows the 1mphcaxrJ
tions of each solution..;
This is what he is—
trained to do.

It is'a common senti- b |
X d confident. It;h: i
ment to feel that it 15,,' fortable an as to fit one’s

v

your family, your llfe,
dnd that you kniow more™

‘about it than anybody

else, and thereforé, that=
you should be able ta;
design your own home)
That you only need.

‘somebody to draw .up.,.

the plans. -

~ On the other hand
you would not say,
mv body, _ face and,
therefore I will do m
‘own Plastic Surgery!
only need somebody %’
hand “me the - mstru
ments!

GIN
l[ iss

l

See page 23

jnot make it a Home. A series of interesting

18, features picked from here and there, only
-trained. to; Tesolve sever-s

“al conﬂrctmg dernands,..l

]gogs to make it an object to look at, to be
i written about, but rarely a place tolive in -
'whxch is whata Home is. © = -

! 1A Home is the most personal of Built
{Environments one has to create. It needs to
iiconyey the correct message about the
jowaer, and the 1mage and the effect one
lwants to create. In addition to being “prac-
tical”, the Home should make oné com-

'pemsonality, feed his spirit and as Kahlil" t
thran says, “... be a mast'not an anchor”.
Designing is about creating an environ- -
'ment to fit the place, the people, the activ-
lty and the purpose for:which it is built. -
Designing for one/individual involves
lunderstandmg his pridrities, tolerance lev-
els,-like:and dislik jand his dreams and
aspifations. These arg very individual and
“|varyfrom person to person. An individual

L
i

** has his idiocyncracigs. A Home is general-
b ly for several such. individuals, who are at

 the isame time, Separate distinct entities,

- i but also forma distinct integrated unit with

‘a subculture of 1ts own. A family home

¢ therefore has to be designed for its collec-
. tive personality, ! wlhle catering to the indi-

, vidual differences; For instance, the “liv-
(I8 Eoom” of one family may be very dif-
“ferent to that of anbther, based on the very
perception of What “living” is. Is living
focused on pumng up a front” to'society?

or istitra refuée a getaway from the rat '

n-t: *hiﬂrmore*tersureipme “thus™ mahng*mm*

Build... -

race; or is it a place for- stimulation' and
“living it up?” All these are legitimate
needs a Home should cater to. But what
about the teenage son who cannot abide
the family orientation? Does he have a-
choice, an escape or do we bend him, even
at home, to fit-into the family mould?

. The 21st Century will eltherfbﬁng more. |
pressure on individials or families (so that |

_their Homes need to be places. désigned.
‘sensitively. to fit the ¢motional needs); or
will be'a timé when technology. will
release Man from fmenial tasks; and" give

From page 22 -

affordability. Unlike in the past, the bull
of architects in Sri Lanka are drawn fron
the different layers of its Middle Class —
Middle Income sector. They arc
approachable and conscious of the prob-
lems and needs of the Mrddle Class Home
'Bmlder
The architéct is more ‘than an artrst
Bemg an artist does not make one eli glble
‘to- des1gn a'home: Nor does beitig a scien-
" tist — an engineer- — quahfy htm, smce
* designing a Home- goes beyo'
sure that the building does not.
e ihiatthe; sewerage s remvmkrﬁaeme

- architect is also a sCienfist; and a psychol

more drscermng and demanding, requiring
his built envrronment Aincluding the Home, |
to be much more than “nice places”.

Building a Home is one of the largest
investments a family makes. Often it is a
once a lifetime effort. It is therefore imper-
ative ‘that it is “done” properly and with
specialist advice.’
affects man emotionally, psychologically
and spiritually. An infant. mind can be
“scarred for life by an unsymyathehc envi-
ronment. To a yoiihg mind, it symbohzes
the aduit world.

Justas it is foolish to “doctor  yourself,
play amateur psychiatrist; so it is danger-
- ous to play games W1th designing your
own home.

This does not mean that you give over
the right to determine what your house
should be like to an architect. You simply

" get his ‘expert advice. to decipher as to
what lies behind your very specific wants.
‘The Architect will work out the actual
needs that underlie the Warits and will be
-able to satisfy these so that your satisfac-
. tion is deeper, more enduring, better coor-
dinated, and obtained at less cost-and with
an eye on other factors such as ventila-
tion, natural light, air movement etc He
fwill destgn it with you. ~

-. There is nothing worse than a.tele
drama made up of interesting “episodes”
picked from a variety of sources. So is a
Homé made up. of interesting features,
which, after the initial novelty has worn.
off, will then a retain only a “Super-mar—
ket” persona

Nor is architecture only for the rich —
just as good drama, good .music is not
only for the mtellectuals and the ‘esthetes.
Art is what makes» hfe bearable and this
affliction .is greater :athong the middle
classes. Middle classes thus need the ser-
vices of architects more, than -any other
sector of the Sri Lankan socrety ‘Their’sis
a problem of high. expectatron born of

Built * environment |

ogist, a manager; and. many other things
to a Home Builder. HlS isa umque blend
of skills, :

The only service he- does not gwe isto
build it — except unider very special cir-
cumstances. This is to avoid undesirable
conflicts of interests and to enable the
architect -to give hxs client service of
integrity and high standards If the archi-
: tect also burlds, or is a- contractor” he
cannot perform this function.

The 21st Century Sti Lankan Houses
will thus require the services, of
Architects. All qualified architects in Sti
Lanka carry 2 Membership Card of The
Sri Lanka Institute’ of Architects'and are
authorized to describe themselves as
Chartered Architects. Any 1nqu1res may
be made from the SLIA. - '

But what happens to those of u§ who
cannot afford the services of an architect;
if he cannot pay the Profhssronal Fees of
an architect? And there are so many in
this category, partly because of our lop
sided education which does not teach us
toput round pegs in round holes.

For this category of people the Sri
.Lanka lustitute of Architects-has devised
a scheme called 'SLIA Desi gn Aid
Scheme.

It is a free advrsory service for those
who have specific problems i in the design
of their houses. A panel of very eminent
architects are involved in answering these
questions and where such answers are not
enough, the. panel will meet them, at the

~SLIA, to explain matters further. All this
is free! We have 4 third step. If-a membe:
~of the public is still not satisfied "an¢
wants further and individual consultancy
assistance (and still maintains that he can
not afford the fees of .an architect), wi
have a scheme, whereby he may be put i1
- touch with:a senior student of architectun
who may be dble to help-him for a toke

good education (and eVen“travel), and low

payment for his ume




